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Cloverdale fair lands federal funding
The Cloverdale Rodeo and Country Fair has received $345,000 from the federal government, which will be used to expand existing programming and devel-
op new attractions. The money is part of a program to fund Canada�s marquee tourism events and promote them in other countries. ����� ��	
����� 

Concert hall closing for good
It�s last call at Richard�s on Richards, left, as the popular concert hall
closes its doors for good on July 17 with special performances by
Daniel Wesley, the Manvils, Adaline, Poor Places and more. The
Vancouver landmark will be torn down to make way for a
condominium development. ����� ��	
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Downturn leaves birds homeless
Sanctuary sees rise in admissions as recession robs owners of money, time

More than 100 birds have
been dropped off at a
Tsawwassen sanctuary this
year, many of them after
their owners decided it
was too expensive or
time-consuming to keep
them.

Jenny Tamas, adoptions
director at Greyhaven Ex-
otic Bird Sanctuary, said
that as the economy wors-
ened, the number of peo-
ple showing up at her door
with their pets increased.

“People have to work
more now and there’s
more stress in their lives,”
Tamas said. “A lot of them
are saying they just don’t
have any time.”

Tamas said that Grey-
haven took in 178 birds al-
together in 2008. Halfway

through this year, 116 have
already been admitted.

With a shortage of space,
many of the birds are kept

in Tamas’ living room until
they’re adopted.

Tamas said that while
some people lost their jobs
and couldn’t afford to keep
a bird, others survived lay-
offs but saw their work-
loads increase.

“They go home after
working two jobs and
they’re exhausted and the
bird is added pressure on
them.” Tamas said. “People
come here and they’re in
tears.

“It’s very heart-wrench-
ing to watch someone give
up the pet that they’ve had
for five years because of
life changes and the econo-
my.”
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Child first 
to die in B.C. 
of swine flu
��	���

 A young child
from the Fraser Health re-
gion is the first known
person in British
Columbia to die from
influenza A (H1N1), also
known as swine flu, the
provincial government an-
nounced yesterday.

A young woman in the
same health region has al-
so died in connection with
the H1N1 virus.

The child, who had un-
derlying medical condi-
tions increasing the risk of
influenza complications,
was admitted to hospital
on Sunday and died within
24 hours. 

There have been 382
confirmed swine flu cases
in British Columbia.
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Adoptions director Jenny Tamas at the Greyhaven Exotic Bird Sanctuary in Tsawwassen.

��
�

��
 ��

�
	


����

Marking 100 years in the sky

��
��
�	 More than 100
aircraft are set to take off
together from Vancouver
July 17 in a record-break-
ing voyage to commemo-
rate 100 years of flight in
Canada.

The smaller, independ-
ently owned aircraft will
depart from Boundary Bay
Airport and touch down at
30 airports across the na-
tion before landing at Bad-
deck, N.S., on July 28.

“We’ve been planning
this for well over a year,”
said pilot Anthony Nalli.

“When you have 250 to

300 people converging on
any one small airport,
there’s going to be a lot of
logistical things,” he said.
“Everything from wash-
rooms to bottles of water
and to food.”

Other preparations in-

cluded making sure the
smaller airports have
enough aviation fuel to
power all the aircraft, and
making sure air traffic con-
trol knows that more than
100 planes will be showing
up on their radar at once.

All the planning is going
toward something Canadi-
ans may remember for a
long time.

“I saw the 100th anniver-
sary of flight in the United
States pass with little no-
tice,” said John Lovelace,
Cross Canada Century
Flight co-ordinator. “Now
that it’s our turn in Cana-
da, we wanted to do some-
thing significant on a na-
tional level.”
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News in brief
���	� A seven-year-old boy
left behind at a New West pet-
ting zoo by his day camp has
been reunited with his mother.
Police had trouble identifying
the child because he didn�t
know his surname, address or
the name of his day camp.
�����
	� A middle-aged man
has been found shot to death
in an auto body shop in Surrey.
The victim, who has not been
identified, was found around
11:30 p.m. on Monday.
��	��	

	� A former Vancou-
ver General Hospital male
nurse has been sentenced to
one year in jail for sexually as-
saulting a female patient,
cknw.com reports. Robert Al-
cock pleaded guilty to assault-
ing a 45-year-old bed-ridden
woman in 2004. 
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�� Three cougars have
been shot and killed in Prince-
ton after they were seen stalk-
ing people at a campground
and baseball diamond.
Officials said the animals were
juveniles and posed a signifi-
cant threat.
���	���� A 19-year-old man
was arrested after an armed
standoff that took place in Ab-
botsford yesterday. Police said
the suspect, who is well known
to them, barricaded himself in
the house.  
������ A well-known chronic
offender who has preyed on
elderly victims has been arrest-
ed in New Westminster. Police
issued a warrant for the arrest
of Tracy Lloyd Caza, 48, last
month for breach of probation.
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More online 
� Birds at the sanctuary
range from budgies and
lovebirds to larger-sized
parrots. Rates and adoption
fees are at greyhaven.bc.ca.

Planes taking part in a cross-
Canada voyage line up at
Boundary Bay Airport.
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�ob �earch using Metro�s
Workopolis search at
metronews.ca/workopolis
�lay online games at
metronews.ca/play
�ideo Special cart allows
wheelchair-bound golfer to
stay on the links at
metronews.ca/canada
�ideo A Pakistani couple is
forced to leave their kids be-
hind after being
deported at
metronews.ca/canada
�ideo Tourists delighted by
the return of
Mounties and
their black
steeds to
Parliament
Hill at
metronews.ca/
canada
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